The goal of the series of papers in this month 's EAR NOSE & THROAT JOURNAL and subsequent issues is to discuss the special nature of the elderl y population and the problems inherent in their care . By doing so, we hope to help you achieve optimum surgical results and thereby maintain and improve your older patients' function and quality of life.
The se papers revie w ethic al issues, anesthesia techniques, ear reconstruction and cochlear implantation, the eradication of tumors, the treatment of allergic and inflamm atory disease of the nose and paranasal sinuses, and phonatory surgery. Inform ation on tracheotomy for supportive care and ventilator dependence is presented in the context of palliative care. The special problem of xerostomia is reviewed, and the impact of falls in the elderl y and the role of vestibular surgery are described.
The changing demographics of our practices will demand that all otolaryngologists, gener alist and specialist alike, consider the need for updating our continuing education with respect to our geri atric patients so that we may impro ve our surgical result s and their quality of life. It is the express hope of the Geriatric Otolaryn golo gy Committee that this series of papers will serve to stimul ate the AAO-HNS member ship to respect the special nature of the elderl y population and the challenges that they present with regard to accurate diagnosis and effecti ve treatment, particularly when surgery is indicated.
